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VH1 Save the Music to complete its $1 million donation to IPS for elementary school music programs at IPS Marching Band Tournament Wednesday evening


Tonight, at 7 p.m. Wednesday, November 11, VH1 Save the Music will finalize a $1 million donation to Indianapolis Public Schools for their elementary school music programs. Thanks to this donation, IPS has been able to put music programs into each of its elementary schools, making it one of only a very few school systems to have instrumental band programs for all of its elementary schools.


The presentation will be witnessed by the donation’s beneficiaries: 645 IPS elementary school band students will accompany the Indiana State University Marching Sycamores in the National Anthem to kick off the Sharp Business Systems IPS Marching Band Tournament on the field of Lucas Oil Stadium. The event and tournament are coordinated through Music for All, a local music education partner with IPS and a national music education advocacy partner with VH1 Save the Music. Music for All’s Bands of America Grand National Championship kicks off four days of events with the IPS Marching Band Tournament this evening.

IPS and Music for All have determined that from 2003 to 2008, IPS students involved with Music for All programming have had a 78 percent graduation rate, more than double the IPS average and higher than the national graduation rate. “Clearly, music education makes a marked difference in the lives and futures of young people,” says Music for All CEO Scott McCormick. “VH1 Save the Music has allowed that difference to be made among our youngest musicians, and the involvement of these young students at the IPS Marching Band Tournament will give them a taste of the excitement that awaits them if they stick with music and stick with school.”
-MORE-

Tonight’s tournament is open to the public for just $5 per person. Entry is at the Lucas Oil Stadium west gate. Six IPS high schools will compete for both the tournament trophy and a $1,000 spirit award. The event kicks off four days of Bands of America Grand National Tournaments, with 90 high school marching bands from around the country competing Thursday and Friday. The top 30 bands will compete in Semi Finals on Saturday, with the top 12 vying for the championship Saturday night. Tickets are still available at TicketMaster.com, TicketMaster by phone and at the Lucas Oil Stadium ticket office. Tickets for the various events start at $5 up to $115; discounts are available for children, students, senior citizens and active Military personnel and their spouses. See all ticket prices and discounts at www.musicforall.org.
Music for All (MFA) is one of the nation’s largest and most influential organizations in support of active music-making. Headquartered in Indianapolis, MFA uniquely combines regional and national music-event programming with awareness campaigns and advocacy aimed at expanding access to music in schools and communities, including significant support of the IPS music education programs. A 501(c)(3) not-for-profit educational organization, MFA’s programs include 25-plus annual events, including the Music for All National Festival, the Music for All Summer Symposium, the Bands of America Grand National marching band championships and Regional marching band championships across the country. Learn more at www.musicforall.org 
Music for All’s efforts have been supported through successful sponsorships including current partnerships with National Presenting Sponsor, the Yamaha Corporation of America; Official Uniform Sponsor, Fred J. Miller, Inc.; Official Corporate Sponsor, Wenger Corporation; Official Corporate Sponsor, SmartMusic®; Corporate Sponsor, NAMM; Corporate Sponsor, Remo, Inc.; Associate Sponsors Vic Firth, Inc., Vandoren and McCormick’s Enterprises; Preferred Travel Partners, Music Travel Consultants and New Horizons Tour and Travel. Music for All is also supported by the Arts Council of Indianapolis and the City of Indianapolis, by the Indianapolis Cultural Development Commission and by the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.
The VH1 Save The Music Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to restoring instrumental music education in American public schools, and raising awareness about the importance of music as part of each child's complete education. Since 1997, the VH1 Save The Music Foundation has provided $45 million worth of new musical instruments to more than 1,700 public schools in more than 100 cities around the country, impacting the lives of more than 1.4 million public school students.

###

