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THREE MUSIC FOR ALL FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED AT BANDS OF AMERICA GRAND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Music for All Foundation awarded three scholarships to high school seniors planning to pursue degrees in music education at the Bands of America Grand National Championships, presented by Yamaha, Nov. 13 in Indianapolis. The scholarships honor the legacy of Dr. William D. Revelli and are made possible through generous gifts from Mark Jolesch of Jolesch Photography ($2,000 Jolesch Scholarship), Yamaha Corporation of America ($1,000 Yamaha Scholarship) and the Fred J. Miller Family ($1,000 Fred J. Miller Family Scholarship). Scholarship candidates are nominated by their high school band directors.

David Nelson of Miamisburg, Ohio, a member of the Miamisburg High School Band, was awarded the Jolesch Scholarship. His director, Steve Aylward, describes David as “an outstanding, versatile, well-rounded percussionist” with strong leadership skills and work ethic. When asked why he has chosen to become a music educator, David wrote, “I have a desire to excite and enthuse kids about something positive. Music provides a creative outlet and an introduction to the collaborative process. I’ve realized that I want to be a catalyst who inspires students.”

Brandon Allen of Smithfield, North Carolina, a member of the West Johnston High School Band, was awarded the Yamaha Scholarship. Brandon has been the principal flautist and the marching band’s drum major for the past two years. “Brandon is a great role model, and he has always reached out to younger students to improve their musical performance. He is one of the finest, most uplifting students I have ever taught,” wrote 

his band director. Brandon received the Bob Hope Scholarship for outstanding leadership at the 2008 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. “To me, a music educator is successful by giving students the tools to become the people they have the potential to be, both in music and in life,” Brandon wrote. 


Kyle Kraft of Robbinsville, New Jersey, a member of the South Brunswick High School Band, was awarded the Fred J. Miller Family Scholarship. Kyle’s band director and father Mark Kraft describes Kyle as a first-chair French horn player accepted to regional band and choir and All-State Choir, involved in many music, school and leadership programs and a high honors student who “uplifts others with his optimism and always puts the group’s interests before his own.” Kyle was a member of the Bands of America Honor Band and marched in the 2009 Tournament of Roses Parade. “A successful music teacher must possess many traits, but I feel the most important three are care, passion and patience,” Kyle wrote.


Music for All wishes these students much success in their pursuit of music education degrees in the coming years. For more information on Music for All Foundation Scholarships, visit www.musicforall.org.

Bands of America is a program of Music for All, one of the largest and most influential national music education organizations in support of active music-making. Music for All presents more than 20 music education events nationwide annually, including 14 Regional Marching Band Championships this fall, the Grand National Championships, November 11-14 in Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, Music for All National Festival and Music for All Summer Symposium. Music for All’s research and advocacy efforts work to ensure music education is available to all. 

Music for All is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization based in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Music for All is supported by individual donor contributions and sponsors including Yamaha Corporation of America, FJM, Wenger, SmartMusic, Remo, NAMM, Vic Firth, Denis Wick, McCormick’s Enterprises, Preferred Travel Partners Music Travel Consultants and New Horizons Tours and Travel; and Program Sponsors Center X Productions, Marian University, Buca di Beppo, Sharp Business Systems of Indiana and Delivra.
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